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Hannah Kent wins the 2026 Ilse Schwepcke Prize for women’s travel writing with Always Home, Always Homesick

Always Home, Always Homesick by Hannah Kent (Picador, Pan Macmillan) has won the 2026 Ilse Schwepcke Prize for women’s travel writing for the best travel book in the English-language. Hannah will be awarded £5,000 at a ceremony at the Frankfurt Book Fair on 9 October 2026. 

Judges Fiammetta Rocco, Arabella von Friesen and Jacky Colliss Harvey said: ‘Born and raised in Australia, Hannah Kent launched herself at the tender age of 17 across the world to a country as different from her home as could be, and from which she returned changed forever. Always Home, Always Homesick: A Love Letter to Iceland is in part a memoir of this first journey to Iceland, of falling under the spell of its landscapes, and of the people who took her into their homes and lives. It’s also about her encounter with the story of Agnes Magnusdottir, the C19th woman at the heart of Kent's hugely successful novel Burial Rites. Cleaving to the friendships she made during repeated periods there, Kent has elaborated her ongoing Icelandic ventures into a work that layers her experiences with her inception as a writer. Her writing is crisp, very visual, often funny, and certainly transporting. A powerful and immensely enjoyable account of a deep, continuing engagement with people and place, this is also a celebration of reciprocity, of the to-and-fro of long and generous relationships. It is an absolute joy to read.’

The English-language shortlist included Greyhound by Joanna Pocock (Fitzcarraldo Editions), Shifting Sands: A Human History of the Sahara by Judith Scheele (Profile Books), Frontierlands: Britain’s Survival in the Making by Hazel Sheffield (Torva, Transworld), and Tea and Grit: A Bicycle Journey along the Silk Road by Helen Watson (Bradt Travel Guides: Journey Books).

The German-speaking jury selected Marianne Jungmaier as the winner of the 2026 Der Ilse Schwepcke Preis for her book Kontinentaldrift (Continental Drift), published by Otto Müller Verlag. Marianne will be awarded €6,000 at the Frankfurt Book Fair.

The jury said: ‘The strength of Marianne Jungmaier’s Kontinentaldrift lies in its narrator: her powers of observation and her attentive, open, and empathetic gaze toward the people who welcome her into their lives during her travels. Whether in Armenia, Islamabad, London, Dubai, or Berlin – or in the mountains, by the sea, or in the desert – she stays with friends and acquaintances; thus, it is human relationships that shape her itinerary. This approach, combined with her precise, concise, and evocative language, creates a thoroughly contemporary feel. This book represents 'classic' travel writing in the best sense – an act of engaged perception regarding an unfamiliar landscape, region, or world – while simultaneously embedding that experience within the political and social realities that inevitably accompany any journey today.’

Both prizes will be awarded at a ceremony at the Frankfurt Book Fair on 9 October at the Reading Island for Independent Publishers (Hall 3.0, C69).

The Ilse Schwepcke Prize is administered in the United Kingdom by the Society of Authors.

For more information about the prizes please visit:
UK: https://www.ilseschwepckeprize.co.uk/
GER: https://www.ilseschwepckepreis.de/
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